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INTRODUCTION.

Dr. Sukthankar, the learned Editor of the
Bhandarkar Research Institute Edition of the
Mahabharata, has just issued Fascicule 7, containing
an elaborate Prolegomena to the Adi Parvan. We
come in for praiseworthy mention and reference in
several places as well as for trenchant criticism,
particalarly with reference to the principles adopted
by us as the Editor of the Southern Recension
(See pages lxxxv and cv Fascicule 7).

Dr. Sukthankar recognises two distinct major
recensions of the Mahabharata. All scholars are
now agreed on that. The question arises *“when these
separated and whether we can fix, approximately at
any rate, a recension prior to their separation”.
Dr. Sukthankar himself thinks, and rightly too, that
it is impossible to fix the date when these two
separated. At any rate, we are aware that, in the
beginning of the eleventh century, both existed
side by side; and since then each has had
its independent development. While it is nearly
impossible to fix the scope or date of the Maha-
bharata, as it existed, before its separation into two
recensions, it is fairly within the competency of
scholars to restore the text as it was about
1000 A.D., according to each of the recensions.
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Our endeavour with regard to the Southern
Recension edited by us has been to restore the text
of this recension as approximately as may be possible
to what it must have been about 1000 A.D. In this,
we have followed certain definite principles. We
have not thought fit to assemble all manuscripts
available in South India and then proceed to edit the
text, as such a project is clearly beyond the means of
an average publisher. We have said, in pp. xiii & xvii
of the Introduction to Vol. I, that our attempt has
been to publish the Southern Recension in a handy
and popula rform and yet make it as critical as possi-
ble. We have, therefore chosen manuscripts fully
representative of the Southern Recension, selecting
the most reliable as the principal text and giving
from the others. readings etc., which deserve
mention.

Vadiraja, the author of the Laksalankara,
is the earliest commentator of the Mahabharata so
far known (circa 1300 A.D.). He distinctly favours
the Southern Recension. Nannayya(circa 1025 A D)),
the author of the Andhra Mahabharatamu, also
favours the Southern Recension. These two, there-
fore, constitute the deciding authority as to whether
a manuscript represents the Northern or the
Southern Recension. The inclusion of all Pratikas
from Vadiraja and the non-omission of any incident
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or detail mentioned by Nannaya, form the basis for
marking a Text as Southern.

The manuscripts representative of the Southern
Recension are generally available in the Grantha,
Telugu and Malayalam scripts. We cannot divide
these manuscripts as forming three versions of the
Southern Recension as Dr. Sukthankar does. The
history of manuscript tradition in the South is against
such an assumption. The earliest manuscripts in the
South were generally written in the Grantha script.
The political domination of the South by the Telugu
viceroys of the Vijayanagar Empire and their dep
endants necessitated the adoption in court-circles of
both the Grantha and the Telugu scripts from the
fourteenth to the seventeenth centuries. The Grantha
script seems to have come again into vogue during
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries with the
introduction of the Devanagari script into the
South by the Marathas. The Malayalam script
is an adaptation of and an offshoot from the parent
Grantha script and has had an uninterrupted growth
from the sixteenth century onwards. Not having
been subject to Nayak influence in any manner
whatsoever, the tradition handed down by the
Malayalam manuscripts preserved the Grantha text,
in a purer and more unmixed form than even some
comparatively early Grantha manuscripts, as the



iv INTRODUCTION

Malayalam Mss. ‘doinot at all seem to have come into
contact with the Northern Recension till very recent
times. It will thus be clear that script alone, as far
as the Southern Recension is concerned, cannot
definitely decide the character of the manuscript.
However, we have collated representative and reliable
manuscripts in Grantha, Telugu and Malayalam
scripts for our edition of the Southern Recension,
from the Vana to the Svargarohana Parvans. For

the Adi and Sabha Parvans, we were not able to
secure in time, Malayalam manuscripts. When a
second edition of these is called for, the Malayalam
manuscripts in our possession will also be utilised.
However, the essential features of the Southeru
Recension continue to be preserved scrupulously
in all the manuscripts already utilised by us for the
Southern Recension of these two Parvans as well.

Whether an edition is of the Southern or
Northern Recension does not mainly depend so
much on the number of manuscripts collated as
on the quality and trustworthy character of the
manuscripts themselves.

We have first to decide on some of the main
distinguishing characteristics of the Southern or the
Northern Recension and then choose manuscripts
which could reliably be presumed to represent a
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such a statement if he had given all the validity that
the Parvasangrahadhyaya deserves. That the
Parvasangrahadhyaya formed an integral part of the
Mahabharata even as early as Kumarila’s time is
now admitted on all hands. And what is the nature
of this Adhyaya? All scholarsare now agreed that this
Adhyaya itself differs widely in its enumeration of
chapters and stanzas according as it belongs to the
Southern or Northern Recension (see pp. xviii
and xix of our Introduction to Vol. I). When
there is the earliest authority so far available as
regards the contents of each of the Parvans according
to the two recensinns, every editor should endeavour
to see whether there is atall a possibility of restoring
the text in consonance with this earliest enumera-
tion. Manuscript evidences and evidences from
every other source should be pressed into use as far
as possible.

We have generally adopted the enunciation of
chapters and stanzas in the Parvasangrahadhyaya
of the manuscripts of the Southern Recension,
scrupulously giving in the footnotes, wherever neces-
sary, details where our manuscripts disagree. The
Parvasangrahadhyaya mentions also in addition the
sub-parvans; and we have therefore edited our Adi-
Parvan according to the final scheme of sub-parvans
settled in our edition of this Adhyaya. As a result of
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our discussions in person with Dr. Sukthankar, we
were able to add concordances to our Edition from
the Sabha Parvan onwards. The absence of this

with regard to the Adi Parvan has led the learned
Doctor to enter his strong protest. But he could
have put it more mildly as he himself has thanked
us in writing for the inclusion of the concordance
suggesed by him from our edition of the Sabha
Parvan onwards. The concordance to the Adi-
Parvan which had been delayed pending the publi-
cation of the B. O.R.I. Edn., will be supplied
free to all subcribers at an early date.

The second and third defects complained of, are
really one and the same, to wit, the inclusion of an
Adhyaya of 40 lines after Adhyaya 164 and its
omission after Adhyaya 180. He charges us with
its inclusion where no manuscript supports us and
its exclusion where all manuscripts require it.

In the press copy of the Adi Parvan, we had
added a note at the end of the 164th Adhyaya as
follows:—*'t srmvIFr: w15 9-PU T A ey
TASA AT AN, FESI—BRIAR wdT -
=1q”. Unfortunately, this foot-note was inadvertently
omitted by the compositors and we did not detect
this omission till Dr. Sukthankar himself called our
attention to it in 1932. We felt grateful and
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supplied him immediately with a copy of the above
foot-note and explained its regrettable loss due to a
printer’s devil, which, alas! in works of such magni-
tude, are bound to occur here and there, as Dr.
Sukthankar himself is aware. However, it is not
correct to say as Dr, Sukthankar does, that this
adhyaya of 40 lines does not occur where we have
printed it nor is it corect to affirm that a// Southern
manuscripts have it only after Adhyaya 180 as even
according to him, %, @™ and I repeat this chapter
here as well as after chapter 180 (See p. 946 of
the B. O. R. I. Edn.) Having received definite
information from us as early as 1932 regarding
the loss of the foot-note in question during printing,
the least that is expected of Dr. Sukthankar is to
mention the fact of the omission of the foot-note
due to printer’s devil and not to supress it and state
that we have been ‘* moreover un-accountably silent
about the omission.”

The fourth complaint is that in Adhyaya 122,
we have omitted fourteen lines of the text of the
manuscript and added, instead, thirteen lines which
are not found in any Southern manuscript. Indeed
in pp. 803 and 804, we have distinctly printed
under foot-notes all the fourteen lines. The real
point is that we have discarded the readings of all
the manuscripts as unsatisfactory and therefore
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relegated them to the foot-notes. A careful and
critical scrutiny of the subject-matter contained in
pp. 803, 804 and 805 of our edition will show that
the fourteen lines in question appearing as footnotes
2 and 1 in pp. 803 and 804 again reappear in all the
Manuscripts in a connected and cogent form in
page 805, which is its proper place as is testified
to by Nannaya also. The Grantha Edition
printed at  Sarabhojirajapuram (1895) is the
only edition that gives the proper text as
adopted by us for the Principal Text. We, there-
fore, gave the readings in all our manuscripts as
footnotes in the respective places in which they
occur. There is no case here of omitting wha. is
present in the manuscripts. There has truly been
an attempt to restore the Text to what it ought to
be according to the Southern Recension and in
doing this, we had been careful not to omit anything
contained in the manuscripts, particularly on such
a rare occasion.

The fifth and final complaint is that in yet
another place (Adhyaya 214) we have “added an
interpolation (upakhyana) of 114 lines of which not
a single line (as actually printed in Sastri’s Edition)
is to be found in any of the six manuscripts utilised
by him | ” This really beats all the previous com-
plaints in its lack of restraint and utter baselessness.
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We cannot think that Dr. Sukthankar did not see
the foot-note printed in p. 1412; nor are we prepared
to believe that he did not understand the footnote.
This is what we have said in the footnote:—

e W

“APTARIAEET, T AT AR AT AT TG HTFg-
T S-E-H—HAY @A Ay F~T-e—FRg
A FTEAFEIARAET 50T 0T SRS e9y; o 97-
USRI SRR R A TA R Are s L ™ IqT-
TAAWHE AAEEgigag . (Madras Catalogue D. No.
1918). This alleged interpolated upakhyana
occurs in three of our manuscripts in a muti-
lated manner. It forms an integral part of
the Southern Recension as testified to by
Vadiraja who culls pratitas and by Nannaya, And
we have extracted a correct version of the episode
from a reliable manuscript of the Southern Recen-
sion and printed it as such, giving all relevant
critical details in the foot-note. We are unable to
understand how a charge of wilful interpolation of
inadmissible matter can be levelled against us,
under the circumstanees, unless it be that Dr.
Sukthankar has his own reasons for such an atti-
tude.

In spite of Dr. Sukthankar's remarks on p. cv,
we still claim that we have edited the Mss. as they
are, taking liberty to correct only scriptorial blund-
ers. Scribes commit quite unconsciously various
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kinds of blunders. Interchange of letters is the
least harmful. Similarity of endings in hemistichs
removed by one or more hemistichs in between lead
the scribe often to omit unconsciously the interven-
ing passages. Such instances of omission in the
Principal Text occur in pp. 136, 139, 154, 159, etc.
etc. of this volume. The scientific and critical
editor has necessarily to restore his Text with the
help of other Mss. and the evidences of Nannaya
and Vadiraja, to make the Text smooth and present
an accurate and readable version.

To guard our readers against being misled by
the unfortunately unbalanced remarks of Dr.
Sukthankar, we have bad to explain, rather in some
detail, the five points raised by the learned Editor
of the B. O. R. I. Edition. In several places he
has been quite generous in praising us and our
Edition, even adding that our critical edition is not
rendered superfluous by his own critical edition. We
are indeed grateful to him for all this. We have no
doubt that as Mahabharata studies progress,
scholars will feel that, whatever the;character of a
critical edition of the Mahabharata may be in other
respects, it should, in the main, represent a principal
readable Text for purposes of the lay public and the
scholar alike, based more on manuscript material
warranted by tradition and attested by commentators
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and references to by undisputed early authors and
critics, and less on a conjecturally reconstructed ver-
sion of the Principal Text itself, however much
the latter may be tempting to those who, in their
devotion to superscientific and hypercritical methods,
purge the Mahabharata of all its additions and
omissions, characteristic of one or the other of the
two recensions, as, in such a case, the residuary text
of the Mahabharata will only exhibit the least
common measure of the two Recensions and not a
Mahabharata or Bharata which was current at any
time in India in that mutilated form.

The Presidency College P. P. S. SASTRI
Madras. v it
15—12—1938. Editor.

C—2x
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In the preparation of the Vana Parvan for the
Press, the following Manuscripts, fully representa-
tive of the Southern Recension, were utilised :—

#w—represents the Principal Text printed. The
Manuscript belongs to Brahma Sri Krishna
Sastrigal, Palace Pauranikar, Trivandrum.
Its description is as follows: —Substance-
palm-leaf ; Size—17% x 2§ inches; Leaves—
422; Lines—14-15 to a page; Script~Gran-
tha; Vana Parvan complete; Date of Tran-
scription— November 1795 A. D.

%—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manus-
cript belongs to His Highness the Maharaja
of Travancore, and was made available to us
through the kindness of Sir C. P. Ramaswami
Iyer, K.C.L.E., Legal and Constitutional Ad-
viser to the State. Its description is as
follows:~Size—-palm-leaf ; Substance-20% x 2%
inches ; Leaves—61 to 211 ; Lines—11 to 12
to a page ; Script-Malayalam ; Vana Parvan
complete ; Date of Transcription—1667 A.D.

@—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manu-
script belongs to Mr. Krishnaswami Sastrigal
Sub-Registrar, Tanjore District. Its descrip-
tion is as follows;—Substance—palm-leaf ;
Size-—17 x 14 inches; Leaves—400; Lines
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7 to a page; Script—Telugu ; Vana Parvan
complete.
7—1is used for additional readings etc. The Manus-
cript hails from the Tinnevelly District. Its
description is as follows:—Substance-palm-
leaf ; Size-25f x 25 inches; Leaves—197;
Lines-16 to a page ; Vana Parvan complete.
Date of Transcription—1647. A.D. Read-
ings from this Manuscript are given from
page 450 onwards.
g—Is used for additional readings, etc. The Manus-
cript was procured for us by Mr. K. K.
Lakshminarayana Iyer of Kadayam village in
the Tinnevelly District from Mr. Natesa Iyer:
[ts description is as follows:=Substance—palm-
leaf; Size~16 x 1% inches ; Leaves~298; Lines
—10-11; Script-Grantha; Vana Parvan
complete ; Date of Transcription~1825 A. D.
Our remarks regarding the distinguishing
features of the Vana Parvan according to the
Southern Recension and the scheme of Subparvans
etc, are held over for inclusion in Vol. V which
completes the Vana Parvan. A concordance to the
first half of tie Vana Parvan follows. Vol. V will
contain the ccncordance to the second half and also
the alphabetical index to the contents of both Vol.
IV and Vol V.



CONCORDANCE.
VANA PARVAN.,

(1030} (1908) Manuscri
cditi pts of (1933)
Poon;iﬁ:hnon Kumbakonam the Southern Southern
Bhavadipa Edition Recension R?cension
Chapter. Chapter. Chapter. Chapter.
2 2 2 2
3 3 3 3
4 4 4 4
5 5 5 5
6 6 6 6
7 7 7 7
8 8 8 8
9 9 9 »”
10 10 10 9
11 11 11 10
12 12 12 11
13 13 13 12
L 14 14 N
15 15 15 13
16 16 16 N
7 17 17 14
18 18 18 E2)
19 19 19 15
20 20 20 16
21 21 21 17
@ 23 23 19
24 24, 24 20
25 25 25 23
26 26 26 29
27 27 27 23
28 28 28 24
29 29 20 25
30 30 30 26
31 31 31 27
32 32 32 28
33 33 33 29
34 34 34 30
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Pooni;ili,hd ttion 1 Kumbakonam %f:u;s:&t:{gf Southern
s ! Edition " Recension
Bhavadipa | hant Recension Chapt
Chapter. | Chapter. Chapter. aprer.
|
35 ‘ 35 35 31
36 | 36 36 32
37 37 37 33
38 s 38 38 34
39 39 39 »
ey I ® 40 35
41 41 41 36
42 [ 42 42 37
43 ‘ 43 43 38
44 ! » Omitted. * Omitted, *
‘tg ? 44, 44 39
ig 1 46 46 41
£} » 2y
50 } A7 47 42
51 : 48 48 { 43
52 | 49 49 44
53 I 50 50 45
54 f 51 5. 46
55 | 52 52 "
56 53 58 47
57 54 54 48
58 55 55 49
59 56 656 3
60 - 57 50
61 58 58 )
62 59 59 .
63 60 60 51
64 61 61 52
65 62 62 53
66 63 63 54
67 64 64 55
68 65 65 56
69 66 66 »
» 67 67 .
70 68 68 57

*This Chapter is omitted here but included under Chapter 45* and 40*
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Poona Edition

with Kurél(l;g]'gonam

Bhavadi ition

pa Chapter

Chapter. prer.
71 69
72 70
73 7
T4 79
75 73
76 74,
k44 »
77 75
78 76
79 77
80 78
8l 79
82 80
83 8l
84 82
85 83
86 84
87 85
88 86
89 87
90 88
91 89
92 90
93 91
94 92
95 93
96 94,
97 95
98 96
99 (1-32) 97
., (33-71) 98
1 99
101 100
102 101
103 102
104, 103
106 104

Manuscripts of
the Southern |
Recension
Chapter.
i
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
Omitted.
99
100 |
101
102
103
104

Southern
Recension

Chapter.

[ et

57
58
59
60
'yy

61
62
63
64
65
66
67

68
69

80
81
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Xix

Poona Edition

Manuscripts of

. Kumbakonam Southern

Wlth. Edition the Sout!lern Recension

Bhavadipa Chant Recension Chanter
Chapter. apter. Chapter. apter-
f

106 105 | 105 84
107 (1-29) 106 106 '

., (30-170) 107 107 .,
108 108 108 85
109 109 109 86
110 (1-21) 110 110 87

., (22-58) 111 111 .,
111 112 112 88
112 113 113 89
113 114 114 »»
114 115 115
115 116 116 91
116 117 117 92
117 118 118 93
118 119 119 94
119 120 120 95
120 121 121 96
121 | 122 122 97
122 ] 123 123 98
1238 124 124 99
124 l 125 125 100
125 | 126 126 .
126 I 127 127 101
127 128 128 102
128 129 129

Omitted. 130 Omitted. Omitted.
129 131 130 103
130 132 131 104
131 133 132 105
132 134 133 106
133 135 134 107
134 136 135 108

» » 136 109
185 137 137 110

3 ” 138 ER
138 138 139 111
187 L 139 140 112
138 ! 140 141 118
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Poona.]a:lition Kumbakonam I\:I}?mgsg‘r]i&t: ﬁf Southern

Bh:\:a di Edition ;e censio f Recension

'pa Chapter. n Chapter.

Chapter, Chapter.
139 141 L2 114
140 142 143 115
141 143 144 116
142 144 Omitted. Omitted.
143 145 145 117
144 146 146 118
145 147 147 119
146 148 148 120
147 149 149 121
148 150 150 122
149 l-;l 151 123
150 152 152 124
i51 153 153 125
52 ” ”

153 154 154 126
154, 155 155 127
155 156 166 128
156 157 157 129
167 168 158 130

Th

[¢]

Madras.

15—12—1933,

Presidency College,
‘l P. P, S. SASTRI.
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vi INTRODUCTION

as it is too much to expect of them the patience and
skill necessary to detect mistakes in the 31-Kos'a and
correct them from the readings given below in the
footnotes. The scholars, it may be argued, would
of course, have a purer text for their use. But
they can even now, with very great ease, reconstruct
the ®1-Kosa in full from our edition and yet have
the benefit of a readable and full text for ordinary
purposes of study and reference. We, therefore,
feel that the principles adopted by us of printing a
single Ms. as the Principal Text and editing the same
to subserve the needs of scholars as well as of the
lay public are to be preferred as distinctly advantag-
eous in the long run to any other alternative plan.

We now come to some of the specific com-
plaints preferred by Dr. Sukthankar against our
Edition. In page lxxxv of his Prolegomena, he has
categorically alleged five draw-backs that have resuolt-
ed on account of the principles observed by us in
basing our Southern Recension on one manuscript
as -the main and the others as auxiliary there-to.

Dr. Sukthankar says:—‘ To begin with, Sastri
does not follow the parvan division, nor the adhyaya
division, of his basic manuscript, adding and omitting
colophons arbitrarily, in order *- ~e- ~h an imaginary

.
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VALMIKI RAMAYANA

WITH

COMMENTARIES

EDITED BY
Rao Bahadur Dr. S. KRISHNASWAMY AIYANGAR
M.A., Ph.D., M.R.A.S., F.R.Hist.S., F.A.8.B.

We have projected the publication of Sri
Ramayana of Valmiki, together with the most
useful of the ancient commentaries thereon.
The following commentaries will be published
1 extenso :

Govinda Rajiyam
Tirtiyam
Tilakam
Katakam
Sarvarthasaram
Ramanujiyam
Vivekatilakam
Dipika

The publication will be issued in eight
volumes: Ayodhya and Yuddha Kandas, com-
prising two volumes each, and the other
Kandas covering each one volume.
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For further information, Apply to:—

V. RAMSWAMY SASTRULU & SONS,
Printers & Publishers,
292, Esplanade, MADRAS.


















